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* IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claim S^amend claims 80, 81, 83, 90 and 99-102 and add new 
\ claims 138-159 as follows: 

(Amended) A method for applying electrical energy to a target site on a 
body structure on or within a patient's body, the method comprising: 

positioning an electrode terminal into at least close proximity with the target site 
in the presence of an electrically [conducting] conductive fluid; 

positioning a return electrode within the electrically [conducting] conductive 
fluid such that the return electrode is not in contact with the body structure to generate a 
current flow path between the electrode terminal and the return electrode; and 

applying a high frequency voltage difference between the electrode terminal and 
the return electrode such that an electrical current flows from the electrode terminal, through 
the region of the target site, and to the return electrode through the current flow path. 

^81^ (Amended) The method of claim ^ wherein the electric current flows 
substantially through the electrically [conducting] conductive fluid while minimizing electric 
current flow passing through the body structure. 
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, 82. Cane^ed. 



0^ J2r. (Amended) The method of claim further comprising immersing the target 
^ site withm a volume of the electrically conductive fluid and positioning the remrn electrode 

within the volume of electrically conductive fluid to generate the current flow path between the 
[target site] electrode terminal and the return electrode. 



^ \ 90. (Amended) The methbd of claim 80, wherein the return electrode is located 
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on a distal end of an instrumdnt shaft [the probe], ftirther comprising an insulating matrix [at 
the distal tip of] on the probe between the return electrode and the electrode terminal, the 
insulating matrix comprising an inorganic material. 



^^^(Amended) The method of claim ^wherein the electrode terminal is 
located on the distal end of a probe, and wherein the delivering step comprises supplying the 
electrically [conducting] conductive fluid to a proximal end of an axial lumen within the probe 
and directing the fluid through a distal end of the axial lumen to the electrode terminal 

1 i 

J,60. (Amended) The method of claim ^further including positioning a distal 
end of a fluid supply shaft adjacent the electrode terminal, the delivering step comprising 
directing the electrically [conducting] conductive fluid through an inner lumen in the fluid 
supply shaft that is electrically connected to the return electrode and discharging the fluid 
through an open distal end of the supply shaft towards the electrode terminal. 

^Qi. (Amended)) The method of claim [99] |^herein the electrode terminal is 
located on a distal end a probe and the remm electrode is an inner tubular member defining 
an axial lumen [electi'ically connected to the inner mbular member], the delivering step 
including directingi'electrically [conducting] conductive fluid through the [inner] axial lumen to 
the distal end of tfhe probe over the electrode terminal. 
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V 102. (Amended)/The method of claim 99 wherein the return electrode is an 

/ outer tubular member defining an axial passage between the outer surface of the probe and the 



irmer surface of the outer tubular member, the delivering step including directing the 
electrically conducting fluid/through the [inner lumen] axial passage to the distal end of the 
probe over the electrode tey"minal. ' 



Please add the following new claims: 

1:^,3^ (New) A method ior applying electrical energy to a target site on a body 



(2/^ structure on or within a patient's body^ the method comprising: 
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contacting an active ejfectrode with the body structure in the presence of an 
electrically conductive fluid; 

spacing a return elej^trode away from the body structure in the presence of the 
electrically conductive fluid; and 

applying a high frequency voltage difference between the electrode terminal and 
the return electrode such that an electrical current flows from the electrode terminal, through 
^he electrically conductive flu^a, and to the return electrode. 

(New) The tJhethod of claim LB^' wherein the electric current flows 
substantially through the electr/cally conductive fluid while minimizing electric current flow 
passing through the body str^ture. 

V^. (NewV The method of claim I3^wherein at least a portion of the electric 
current passes through the body structure. 

r - i 

141. (New) The method of claim \^ further comprising immersing the target 
/ site within a volume of the electrically conductive fluid and positioning the return electrode 
within the volume of electrically conductive fluid to generate a current flow path between the 
l^lectrode terminal and the return /electrode. 

(Newj) The method of claim 138 further comprising delivering the 
electrically conductive fltiid to the target site. 

r . 

^'^^ 143. (New) The method of claim 138 wherein the electrode termmal comprises 

a single active electrode disposed nea/ the distal end of an instrument shaft. 

144. (New) The method of claim 138 wherein the electrode terminal includes 
an array of electrically isolated eledtrode terminals disposed near the distal end of an 




instrument sha 
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y^. (Nev/) The method of claim j^wherein the electrically conductive fluid 
comprises isotonic s^me. 



146. (New) The methp of claim 138 including independently controlling 
current flow to the electrode terming based on electrical impedance between the electrode 
terminal and the return electrode. 



147. (New) The riliethod of claim 138 wherein the return electrode is spaced 
from the electrode terminal suchf that when the electrode terminal is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically conductive fluid completes a conduction path between the 
electrode terminal and the reiurn electrode. 

148. (New)/The method of claim 138, wherein the return electrode is located 
on a distal end of a probe/ further comprising an insulating matrix at the distal tip of the probe 
between the return electrode and the electrode terminal, the insulating matrix comprising an 

jf^organic material. 

■ y^. (Newi) The method of claim l^wherein the inorganic material is selected 
from the group consistinj? essentially of ceramic, glass and glass/ceramic compositions. 
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150. (New) The method of claim 138 further comprising applying a sufficient 
voltage difference between the return elsctrode and the electrode terminal to effect the 
electrical breakdown of tissue in the immediate vicinity of the electrode terminal. 

151. (New) The method of claim 138 further comprising measuring the 
temperature at the target site and limimng power delivery to the electrode terminal if the 

^ measured temperature exceeds a threpold value. 
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152. (New) The melihod of claim 138 further comprising applying a sufficient 
high frequency voltage difference/to vaporize the electrically conductive fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode terminal and to induce the discharge of energy to the 



^target site in contact with the vapor layer. 
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18^. (New) Tl^e method of claim JJ^wherein at least a portion of the energy 
induced is in the form of photons having a wavelength in the ultraviolet spectrum. 

]>*^(New) uhe method of claim wherein at least a portion of the energy is 
in the form of energetic electrons. 

Ji5T (New) The method of claim wherein the voltage is in the range from 
500 to 1400 volts peak toj peak. i 
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\56. (New) The method of claim 138 further comprising generating a voltage 
gradient betweenVie electrode terminal and tissue at the target site, the voltage gradient being 
sufficient to create Vi electric field that causes the breakdown of tissue through molecular 
dissociation or disintecration. 



157. (New) The method pi claim 138 wherein the electrode terminal is located 
on the distal end of a probe, and wherein the delivering step comprises supplying the 
electrically conductive fluid to a proximal end of an axial lumen within the probe and directing 
the fluid through a distal end of the ajdial lumen to the electrode terminal 

158. (New) The method of claim 138 further including positioning a distal end 
of a fluid supply shaft adjacent the electrode terminal, the delivering step comprising directing 
the electrically conductive fluid through an inner lumen in the fluid supply shaft that is 
electrically connected to the return /electrode and discharging the fluid through an open distal 
end of the supply shaft towards tha electrode terminal. 
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